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REMARKS 

This is in full and timely response to the Official Action mailed March 14, 2006. 
Reconsideration and reexamination are respectfully considered. 

Priority Claim 

It is noted with appreciation that the certified copies of the priority documents have been 
received by the International Bureau and acknowledged by the Examiner. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

It is also noted with appreciation that the Information Disclosure Statement filed on 
January 25, 2005 has been considered by the Examiner. 

Specification 

The specification has been reviewed and amendments made to the specification by a 
Preliminary Amendment filed on February 10, 2006. A copy of the prepared paper together with 
the substitute specification has been appended to this paper for proper consideration. In 
addition, another change is made to that substitute specification to correct an oversight on page 
17 where "cart" was used to refer to a -chart — in Fig. 2(a). The oversight is regretted. 

Claims 

Claims 1 to 18 were pending in this application as examined. Claims 1, 2, 9 and 10 were 
initially rejected as anticipated by the JP Publication No. JP 09-0161489 for the reasons stated in 
section 2 on page 2 of the Action, apparently consistent with its relevance as stated in the search 
report in the corresponding International Application. Claims 3 to 8 and 1 1 to 1 8 were initially 
rejected under 36 USC § 103(a) for the reasons stated in section 4 on pages 3 and 4 of the Action. 
Without indicating acquiescence in or agreement with the statements of the rejection, each of the 
independent claims 1 and 9 is currently amended to include a switching feature described at 
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page 19, first two full paragraphs. In addition, a new claim 19 is added, like claim 9, but slightly 
more specific, directed to that feature. 

As there indicated, a feature of the disclosed invention, not originally claimed, as shown 
in Fig. 1 related to a power source separation signal input to a first circuit selection switch 1 3 
and a second circuit selection switch 14 for causing the volatile storage circuit to be independent 
from other storage circuits and elements. More specifically, the power source separation signal 
is supplied to the respective switching elements via a power source separation signal input line. 
More specifically, a first wire and a second wire as in claim 19 are recited in circuit with the 
respective switches for cutting off the first and second conducting wire, for the reasons stated in 
the terminal portion of the second full paragraph on page 18 as originally filed. Advantages 
flowing from that feature are there included and in other portions of the specification as filed. 

This switching feature responsive to a power source separation signal is not taught or 
suggested by the cited JP publication, so withdrawal of the rejection is in order. A computer 
translation of the cited JP publication is provided for the convenience of the examiner in 
confirming the patentability of the amended and new claims over the cited JP publication. 

The obviousness rejection should also be withdrawn for another reason. That is, the 
statement of reasons why the combination should be made is at best a statement of conclusion, 
not of reasons for making the suggested combination. In that respect, therefore, the obviousness 
rejection is flawed for not indicating facts in the references supporting reasons for motivating the 
stated changes. Withdrawal of the obviousness rejections is in order, whether or not the switch 
limitations in claims 2, 9 and 19 are found in the references. 
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Conclusion 

Claims 1 to 18 as amended, and newly added claim 19, are allowable and in condition 
for allowance. Early notice to that effect is respectfully solicited. 




APPENDIX: Substitute Specification 
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DESCRIPTION 



COMPOUND STORAGE CIRCUIT AND SEMICONDUCTOR DEVICE INCLUDING 
COMPOUND STORAGE CIRCUIT 



Technical Field 

The present invention relates to a compound storage 
circuit including a volatile storage circuit and a 
nonvolatile storage circuit that are connected in parallel 
to each other and a semiconductor device including the 
compound storage circuit. 

Background Art 

In a semiconductor device that is incorporated in an 
electronic computer or the like, such as a personal computer, 
and that performs predetermined processing, a volatile 
storage circuit has been provided according to need, so that 
the processing is performed while information necessary for 
the processing is sequentially stored into the volatile 
storage circuit. 

Such a volatile storage circuit stores information by 
supplying electric power and has a characteristic of high 
writing and reading speed. In contrast, the volatile 
storage circuit has a characteristic of losing stored 
information when a power supply is interrupted due to a 
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power-off operation, a sudden power failure, or the like. 
Thus, when a power source is turned on again after the 
interruption of the power supply, information stored before 
the interruption of the power supply does not exist in the 
volatile storage circuit. Therefore, information stored 
before the interruption of the power supply cannot be 
recovered. 

Recently, an instant-on technology has been suggested. 
In the instant-on technology, a storage circuit includes a 
volatile storage circuit and a nonvolatile storage circuit 
that are connected in parallel to each other, and 
information equal to that stored in the volatile storage 
circuit is stored into the nonvolatile storage circuit. 
Thus, when a power supply is interrupted due to a power-off 
operation, a sudden power failure, or the like, necessary 
information is stored into the nonvolatile storage circuit. 
Then, when the power supply resumes, the state before the 
interruption of the power supply can be immediately 
recovered by using the information stored in the nonvolatile 
storage device. 

However, in the above-mentioned storage circuit, even 
if information that has already been stored in the 
nonvolatile storage circuit is equal to information stored 
in the volatile storage circuit, writing processing of 
writing the information into the nonvolatile storage circuit 
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must be performed. Thus, unnecessary power is consumed. 

In particular, due to the nonvolatility, nonvolatile 
storage circuits require a lot of electric energy to write 
storage information. This is a factor preventing a 
reduction in power consumption. 

Disclosure of Invention 

In order to solve the above-mentioned problems, 
according to an aspect of the present invention, a compound 
storage circuit that includes a volatile storage circuit and 
a nonvolatile storage circuit connected in parallel to each 
other and that is arranged such that information equal to 
storage information stored in the volatile storage circuit 
is stored into the nonvolatile storage circuit includes a 
determination circuit for comparing first storage 
information stored in the volatile storage circuit with 
second storage information that has already been stored in 
the nonvolatile storage circuit when the storage information 
stored in the volatile storage circuit is written into the 
nonvolatile storage circuit. The first storage information 
is written into the nonvolatile storage circuit only when 
the first storage information is not equal to the second 
storage information . 

In the compound storage circuit, the determination 
circuit includes comparison determination means for 
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comparing the first storage information with the second 
storage information; and writing means for writing the first 
storage information into the nonvolatile storage circuit 
only when the first storage information is not equal to the 
second storage information. 

In the compound storage circuit, the nonvolatile 
storage circuit includes a magnetic tunnel junction element 
as storage means . 

In the compound storage circuit, when electric power 
supplied to the volatile storage circuit is reduced, the 
storage information stored in the volatile storage circuit 
is written into the nonvolatile storage circuit. When the 
power supply resumes after the electric power supplied is 
reduced, the storage information stored in the nonvolatile 
storage circuit is returned into the volatile storage 
circuit . 

In the compound storage circuit, each of the volatile 
storage circuit and the nonvolatile storage circuit includes 
a power source supply means that operates when the electric 
power supplied is reduced. 

In the compound storage circuit, the nonvolatile 
storage circuit includes a magnetic tunnel junction element 
as storage means . 

In the compound storage circuit, the determination 
circuit includes comparison determination means for 
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comparing the first storage information with the second 
storage information; and writing means for writing the first 
storage information into the nonvolatile storage circuit 
only when the first storage information is not equal to the 
second storage information. 

In the compound storage circuit, the nonvolatile 
storage circuit includes a magnetic tunnel junction element 
as storage means. 

According to another aspect of the present invention, a 
semiconductor device including a compound storage circuit 
that includes a volatile storage circuit and a nonvolatile 
storage circuit connected in parallel to each other and that 
is arranged such that information equal to storage 
information stored in the volatile storage circuit is stored 
into the nonvolatile storage circuit includes a 
determination circuit for comparing first storage 
information stored in the volatile storage circuit with 
second storage information that has already been stored in 
the nonvolatile storage circuit when the storage information 
stored in the volatile storage circuit is written into the 
nonvolatile storage circuit. The first storage information 
is written into the nonvolatile storage circuit only when 
the first storage information is not equal to the second 
storage information . 

In the semiconductor device, the determination circuit 
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includes comparison determination means for comparing the 
first storage information with the second storage 
information; and writing means for writing the first storage 
information into the nonvolatile storage circuit only when 
the first storage information is not equal to the second 
storage information . 

In the semiconductor device, the nonvolatile storage 
circuit includes a magnetic tunnel junction element as 
storage means . 

In the semiconductor device, when electric power 
supplied to the volatile storage circuit is reduced, the 
storage information stored in the volatile storage circuit 
is written into the nonvolatile storage circuit. When the 
power supply resumes after the electric power supplied is 
reduced, the storage information stored in the nonvolatile 
storage circuit is returned into the volatile storage 
circuit . 

In the semiconductor device, each of the volatile 
storage circuit and the nonvolatile storage circuit includes 
a power source supply means that operates when the electric 
power supplied is reduced. 

In the semiconductor device, the nonvolatile storage 
circuit includes a magnetic tunnel junction element as 
storage means. 

In the semiconductor device, the determination circuit 
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includes comparison determination means for comparing the 
first storage information with the second storage 
information; and writing means for writing the first storage 
information into the nonvolatile storage circuit only when 
the first storage information is not equal to the second 
storage information . 

In the semiconductor device, a magnetic tunnel junction 
element is used as storage means. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Fig. 1 is a circuit diagram showing a compound storage 
circuit according to the present invention. 

Fig. 2 is a timing chart for explaining a process 
performed by the compound storage circuit shown by the 
circuit diagram in Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is a timing chart for explaining a process 
performed by the compound storage circuit shown by the 
circuit diagram in Fig. 1. 

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention 

According to a compound storage circuit and a 
semiconductor device including the compound storage circuit 
of the present invention, the compound storage circuit 
includes a volatile storage circuit and a nonvolatile 
storage circuit that are connected in parallel to each other, 
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and information equal to that stored in the volatile storage 
circuit is stored into the nonvolatile storage circuit. 

The compound storage circuit also includes a 
determination circuit for comparing first storage 
information stored in the volatile storage circuit with 
second storage information that has already been stored in 
the nonvolatile storage circuit and for determining whether 
or not the first storage information is equal to the second 
storage information when the information stored in the 
volatile storage circuit is written into the nonvolatile 
storage circuit. 

When the determination circuit determines that the 
first storage information is not equal to the second storage 
information, the first storage information is written into 
the nonvolatile storage circuit. When the determination 
circuit determines that the first storage information is 
equal to the second storage information, the first storage 
information is not written into the nonvolatile storage 
circuit . 

Thus, since writing into the nonvolatile storage 
circuit is not performed when the first storage information 
is equal to the second storage information, the number of 
writing times into the nonvolatile storage circuit can be 
reduced. Therefore, power consumption can be reduced. 

In particular, in a case where storage information 
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stored in the volatile storage circuit is written into the 
nonvolatile storage circuit when electric power supplied to 
the volatile storage circuit is reduced, the storage 
information stored in the volatile storage circuit can be 
written into the nonvolatile storage circuit only when the 
storage information stored in the volatile storage circuit 
is likely to be lost due to the reduction in the electric 
power supplied. 

Accordingly, in the compound storage circuit, an 
occurrence of writing processing of writing information to 
be overwritten by the subsequent writing processing without 
being read from the nonvolatile storage circuit is prevented. 
Thus, the power consumption can be reduced. 

Information to be written into the nonvolatile storage 
circuit is information used when the power supply resumes 
after the power supply is reduced. The information written 
into the nonvolatile storage circuit is written into the 
volatile storage circuit when the power supply resumes. 
Thus, necessary information can be used from the volatile 
storage circuit, which has a high reading speed, and a quick 
instant-on function can be realized. 

A semiconductor device including the above-described 
compound storage circuit formed on a semiconductor substrate 
is capable of storing an operation state when the power 
supply is interrupted by using the compound storage circuit. 
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In addition, when the power supply resumes, the state 
immediately before the interruption of the power supply can 
be quickly recovered by using information stored in the 
compound storage circuit . 

Thus, if the semiconductor device constitutes an 
electronic apparatus or an electric apparatus, the instant- 
on function can be realized readily . 

In this case, the volatile storage circuit and the 
nonvolatile storage circuit are not necessarily formed on 
the same semiconductor substrate. The volatile storage 
circuit and the nonvolatile storage circuit may be formed on 
respective semiconductor substrates, so that the volatile 
storage circuit and the nonvolatile storage circuit can be 
connected in parallel to each other using desired wiring. 

Embodiments of the present invention will be described 
with reference to the drawings. In particular, explanations 
will be given in accordance with the following order: 

1) Explanation for Compound Storage Circuit 

2) Explanation for Process Performed by Compound 
Storage Circuit When Power Supply Is Interrupted 

3) Explanation for Process Performed by Compound 
Storage Circuit When Power Supply Resumes 

In the following description, a magnetic storage 
circuit including a magnetic memory is used in a nonvolatile 
storage circuit. However, a magnetic storage circuit does 
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not necessarily have to be used. The nonvolatile storage 
circuit may include an EE PROM, a flash memory, or a 
ferroelectric memory. 

1) Explanation for Structure of Compound Storage 
Circuit 

Fig. 1 is a circuit diagram showing a compound storage 
circuit 1 according to an embodiment of the present 
invention. The compound storage circuit 1 includes a 
volatile storage circuit 2 and a nonvolatile storage circuit 
3 that are connected in parallel to each other using a first 
connection line 4 and a second connection line 5. 

In particular, the nonvolatile storage circuit 3 is 
connected to the volatile storage circuit 2 via a 
determination circuit 6. As described below, when first 
storage information stored in the volatile storage circuit 2 
is written into the nonvolatile storage circuit 3, the 
determination circuit 6 compares the first storage 
information with second storage information that has already 
been stored in the nonvolatile storage circuit 3, and the 
first storage information is written into the nonvolatile 
storage circuit 3 only when the first storage information is 
not equal to the second storage information. 

In this embodiment, the volatile storage circuit 2, the 
nonvolatile storage circuit 3, and the determination circuit 
6 are provided on a semiconductor substrate, and the 
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volatile storage circuit 2 is a latch-type storage circuit 
arranged in a system LSI chip. 

The volatile storage circuit 2 includes a power source 
7 for information holding constituted by a capacitor and a 
first switching transistor 8 for controlling the operation 
of the power source 7 for information holding. A power 
switch signal input line 9 is connected to the gate of the 
first switching transistor 8. The first switching 
transistor 8 is controlled in accordance with a power switch 
signal input from the power switch signal input line 9, so 
that the operation of the power source 7 for information 
holding is controlled. 

A first conducting wire 10 and a second conducting wire 
11 connected to other storage circuits and elements are 
connected to the volatile storage circuit 2. A first 
circuit selection switch 13 and a second circuit selection 
switch 14 each connected to a power source separation signal 
input line 12 are disposed in the first connecting wire 10 
and the second conducting wire 11, respectively. In 
accordance with an input of a power source separation signal 
from the power source separation signal input line 12, the 
first circuit selection switch 13 and the second circuit 
selection switch 14 are turned on and off. 

The first connection line 4 whose one end is connected 
to the first conducting wire 10 is connected to the first 
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conducting wire 10 between the volatile storage circuit 2 
and the first circuit selection switch 13. Also, the second 
connection line 5 whose one end is connected to the second 
conducting wire 11 is connected to the second conducting 
wire 11 between the volatile storage circuit 2 and the 
second circuit selection switch 14. 

Also, a third circuit selection switch 16 connected to 
a read signal input line 15 is disposed in the first 
connection line 4. In accordance with an input of a read 
signal from the read signal input line 15, the third circuit 
selection switch 16 is turned on and off. 

A magnetic storage circuit is used in the nonvolatile 
storage circuit 3, as described above. Information of "0" 
or "1" is stored using magnetic tunnel junction elements M. 
Since the latch-type storage circuit as the volatile storage 
circuit 2 stores 2 -bit information, two magnetic tunnel 
junction elements M are provided so that the nonvolatile 
storage circuit 3 can store 2 -bit information. 

The magnetic tunnel junction elements M are connected 
to a first read line 17 and a second read line 18. The 
magnetic tunnel junction elements M are connected to an 
information reading circuit 3a via the first read line 17 
and the second read line 18. Accordingly, information from 
the magnetic tunnel junction elements M can be read. 

A first read control switching transistor 19 connected 
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to the read signal input line 15 is disposed in the first 
read line 17, and a second read control switching transistor 
20 connected to the read signal input line 15 is disposed in 
the second read line 18. Information can be read from the 
magnetic tunnel junction elements M using the information 
reading circuit 3a, as described below, by inputting a read 
signal to the read signal input line 15. 

The information reading circuit 3a includes a power 
source 21 for reading constituted by a capacitor. The 
information reading circuit 3a also includes a second 
switching transistor 22 for controlling the operation of the 
power source 21 for reading. The gate of the second 
switching transistor 22 is connected to the power switch 
signal input line 9. The second switching transistor 22 is 
controlled in accordance with a power switch signal input 
from the power switch signal input line 9, so that the 
operation of the power source 21 for reading is controlled. 

In this embodiment, the nonvolatile storage circuit 3 
also includes an equalizing switching transistor 24 whose 
base is connected to an equalizing signal input line 23. 
One end of the equalizing switching transistor 24 is 
connected to the first read line 17, and the other end of 
the equalizing switching transistor 24 is connected to the 
second read line 18. 

The determination circuit 6 includes a comparison 
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determination section 6a and a writing driver circuit 6b. 
The comparison determination section 6a includes a plurality 
of AND gate circuits. The writing driver circuit 6b 
performs writing into the nonvolatile storage circuit 3 in 
accordance with a result determined by the comparison 
determination section 6a. 

The comparison determination section 6a includes a 
first AND gate circuit 26 and a second AND gate circuit 27. 
The first AND gate circuit 26 is connected to a write signal 
input line 25 to receive a write signal and receives a 
signal of second storage information stored in the volatile 
storage circuit 3. The second AND gate circuit 27 receives 
an output signal output from the first AND gate circuit 26 
and receives a signal of first storage information stored in 
the volatile storage circuit 2 via the second connection 
line 5. The comparison determination section 6a also 
includes a third AND gate circuit 28 and a fourth AND gate 
circuit 29. The third AND gate circuit 28 is connected to 
the write signal input line 25 to receive a write signal and 
receives a signal of second storage information stored in 
the volatile storage circuit 3. The fourth AND gate circuit 
29 receives an output signal output from the third AND gate 
circuit 28 and receives a signal of first storage 
information stored in the volatile storage circuit 2 via the 
first connection line 4. 
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Thus, when the comparison determination section 6a 
determines that first storage information stored in the 
volatile storage circuit 2 is equal to second storage 
information stored in the nonvolatile storage circuit 3, the 
writing driver circuit 6b does not operate. When first 
storage information stored in the volatile storage circuit 2 
is not equal to second storage information stored in the 
nonvolatile storage circuit 3, the writing driver circuit 6b 
operates, and a predetermined current for writing is caused 
to flow in a write line 30 that is connected to the magnetic 
tunnel junction elements M, so that the first storage 
information is written into the magnetic tunnel junction 
elements M. 

The writing driver circuit 6b includes a power source 
31 for writing constituted by a capacitor. When power 
supply is interrupted, a predetermined current for writing 
is caused to flow in the write line 30, which is connected 
to the magnetic tunnel junction elements M, for a 
predetermined period, so that writing the first storage 
information into the magnetic tunnel junction elements M can 
be ensured. 

Normally, a system LSI chip includes many storage 
circuits 1, and first storage information stored in the 
volatile storage circuit 2 is equal to second storage 
information stored in the nonvolatile storage circuit 3 with 
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50% probability, in terms of the whole system LSI chip. 
Thus, since providing the determination circuit 6 reduces 
the number of writing times into the nonvolatile storage 
circuit 3 by approximately half in terms of the whole system 
LSI chip, power consumption can be reduced. 

2) Explanation for Process Performed by Compound 
Storage Circuit When Power Supply Is Interrupted 

A process performed by the compound storage circuit 1 
when the power supply is interrupted will be described with 
reference to a timing chart shown in Fig. 2. Not only 
turning off of a main power source due to a shutdown 
operation but also a power failure or unexpected trouble 
cause the interruption of the power supply. In the 
following explanations, a case where a main power source is 
turned off due to a shutdown operation, which is a general 
power supply interruption state, will be described. The 
same process is performed when the power supply is 
interrupted, irrespective of the reason of the interruption 
of the power supply. 

Fig. 2(a) is a timing cart chart of electric power in 
accordance with turning off a main power source of a system 
LSI chip including the compound storage circuit 1. When the 
amount of electric power supplied to the system LSI chip is 
less than or equal to a predetermined value due to the 
turning off the main power source, a power-off signal 
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generation circuit (not shown) of the system LSI chip 
operates. The power-off signal generation circuit generates 
a power-off signal, as shown in Fig. 2(b) . 

A power source separation signal generation circuit 
(not shown) operates in accordance with the power-off signal . 
The power source separation signal generation circuit 
generates a power source separation signal, as shown in Fig. 
2(c) . 

The power source separation signal is input to the 
first circuit selection switch 13 and the second circuit 
selection switch 14 via the power source separation signal 
input line 12. The first circuit selection switch 13 and 
the second circuit selection switch 14 cut off the first 
conducting wire 10 and the second conducting wire 11, 
respectively. 

Cutting off the first conducting wire 10 and the second 
conducting wire 11 causes the volatile storage circuit 2 to 
be independent from other storage circuits and elements 
connected via the first conducting wire 10 and the second 
conducting wire 11. Thus, information is prevented from 
being input to the volatile storage circuit 2, and storage 
information stored in the volatile storage circuit 2 is 
inhibited from being changed after the power supply is 
turned off. 

In other words, if the first conducting wire 10 and the 
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second conducting wire 11 are connected to the other storage 
circuits and elements, an electric charge is dissipated from 
a drain side of a transistor constituting the volatile 
storage circuit 2 due to a reduction in the electric power 
supplied to the volatile storage circuit 2. Thus, storage 
information may be autonomously changed. 

Although a transfer gate is used for the first circuit 
selection switch 13 and the second circuit selection switch 
14, any arrangement similar to a transfer gate capable of 
preventing electric charge dissipation of a transistor 
constituting the volatile storage circuit 2 is possible. 

A power switch signal generation circuit (not shown) 
operates in accordance with the power-off signal. The power 
switch signal generation circuit generates a power switch 
signal, as shown in Fig. 2(d). 

The power switch signal is input to the first switching 
transistor 8 via the power switch signal input line 9 to 
switch a power source for the volatile storage circuit 2 to 
the power source 7 for information holding. Also, the power 
switch signal is input to the second switching transistor 22 
via the power switch signal input line 9 to switch a power 
source for the information reading circuit 3a to the power 
source 21 for reading. 

By operating the power source 7 for information holding 
and the power source 21 for reading, the volatile storage 
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circuit 2 is capable of storing first storage information 
for a predetermined period and the nonvolatile storage 
circuit 3 is capable of reading second information into the 
comparison determination section 6a of the determination 
circuit 6, even if the power supply is interrupted due to 
turning off the main power source. 

At the same time as generation of the power source 
separation signal and the power switch signal in accordance 
with the power-off signal, a write signal generation circuit 
(not shown) operates in accordance with the power-off signal. 
The write signal generation circuit generates a write signal, 
as shown in Fig. 2(e). 

The write signal is input to the first AND gate circuit 
26 and the third AND gate circuit 28 of the comparison 
determination section 6a via the write signal input line 25. 
The comparison determination section 6a compares first 
storage information read from the volatile storage circuit 2 
with second storage information read from the nonvolatile 
storage circuit 3 . 

When the first storage information is equal to the 
second storage information, there is no need to write the 
first storage information into the nonvolatile storage 
circuit 3. Thus, the process terminates without operating 
the writing driver circuit 6b. 

When the first storage information is not equal to the 
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second storage information, the writing driver circuit 6b 
operates to write the first storage information into the 
nonvolatile storage circuit 3 . A predetermined current for 
writing is caused to flow in the write line 30, and the 
first storage information stored in the volatile storage * 
circuit 2 is written into the nonvolatile storage circuit 3, 
as shown in Fig. 2 (f ) . 

By providing the power source 31 for writing in the 
writing driver circuit 6b, the writing driver circuit 6b can 
be operated for a predetermined period and the first storage 
information can be written into the nonvolatile storage 
circuit 3, even if the power supply is interrupted due to 
turning off the main power source. 

If magnetic tunnel junction elements M are used for a 
magnetic storage circuit in the nonvolatile storage circuit 
3, only a short period, such as about dozens of nanoseconds, 
is required for writing. Thus, the capacity of the power 
source 7 for information holding, the power source 21 for 
reading, and the power source 31 for writing, functioning as 
electric power storing means, can be reduced. 

The power source 7 for information holding, the power 
source 21 for reading, and the power source 31 for writing 
need the capacity for performing writing processing into the 
nonvolatile storage circuit 3. As shown in Figs. 2(f) and 
2(g), until writing of first storage information into the 
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nonvolatile storage circuit 3 is completed, the volatile 
storage circuit 2 stores the first storage information. 

The above-described process is performed by the 
compound storage circuit 1 when the main power source is 
turned off. Accordingly, by writing first storage 
information stored in the volatile storage circuit 2 into 
the nonvolatile storage circuit 3 using a power-off signal 
as a trigger, generated due to a reduction in the power 
supply, only information necessary when the power supply 
resumes after the interruption of the power supply can be 
stored into the nonvolatile storage circuit 3. Thus, the 
number of writing times into the nonvolatile storage circuit 
3 can be reduced. Therefore, power consumption can be 
reduced. 

3) Explanation for Process Performed by Compound 
Storage Circuit When Power Supply Resumes 

A process performed by the compound storage circuit 1 
when power supply resumes after the power supply is 
interrupted due to turning off the main power source will be 
described with reference to a timing chart shown in Fig. 3. 

Fig. 3(a) is a timing chart of electric power supplied 
from the power source to the system LSI chip including the 
compound storage circuit 1 in accordance with a resumption 
of the power supply. When the amount of electric power 
supplied to the system LSI chip reaches a predetermined 
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value, a power-on signal generation circuit (not shown) of 
the system LSI chip operates. The power-on signal 
generation circuit generates a power-on signal, as shown in 
Fig. 3 (b) . 

The power source separation signal generation circuit 
(not shown) operates in accordance with the power-on signal. 
The power source separation signal generation circuit 
generates a power source separation signal, as shown in Fig. 
3(c) . 

The power source separation signal is input to the 
first circuit selection switch 13 and the second circuit 
selection switch 14 via the power source separation signal 
input line 12. The first circuit selection switch 13 and 
the second circuit selection switch 14 cut off the first 
conducting wire 10 and the second conducting wire 11, 
respectively. 

Cutting off the first conducting wire 10 and the second 
conducting wire 11 causes the volatile storage circuit 2 to 
be independent from other storage circuits and elements 
connected via the first conducting wire 10 and the second 
conducting wire 11. Thus, second storage information stored 
in the nonvolatile storage circuit 3 can be written into the 
volatile storage circuit 2 without being affected by the 
other storage circuits and elements. 

As shown in Fig. 3(d), a read signal generation circuit 
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(not shown) generates a read signal in synchronization with 
the start of power supply to the system LSI chip. The read 
signal is input to the first read control switching 
transistor 19 and the second read control switching 
transistor 20, as well as the third circuit selection switch 
16, via the read signal input line 15. 

Then, in accordance with the power-on signal, an 
equalizing signal generation circuit (not shown) generates 
an equalizing signal, as shown in Fig. 3(e), and inputs the 
equalizing signal to the equalizing signal input line 23. 

In accordance with an input of the equalizing signal to 
the equalizing signal input line 23, equalization is 
performed for the volatile storage circuit 2, as shown in 
Fig. 3(f). Here, in the nonvolatile storage circuit 3, 
second storage information is read from the magnetic tunnel 
junction elements M into the information reading circuit 3a 
in accordance with the read signal. 

By disabling the equalizing signal and inputting the 
read signal, the second storage information stored in the 
nonvolatile storage circuit 3 is read into the volatile 
storage circuit 2, as shown in Fig. 3(f). 

By disabling the power source separation signal after 
the second storage information is read into the volatile 
storage circuit 2, the first conducting wire 10 and the 
second conducting wire 11 that are cut off by the first 
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circuit selection switch 13 and the second circuit selection 
switch 14, respectively, are connected. Thus, the second 
storage information read into the volatile storage circuit 2 
and the volatile storage circuit 2 itself becomes usable. 

The above-described process is performed by the 
compound storage circuit 1 when the power supply resumes. 
Accordingly, by returning storage information stored in the 
nonvolatile storage circuit into the volatile storage 
circuit when the power supply resumes, necessary information 
can be used from the volatile storage circuit, which has a 
high reading speed. Thus, a quick instant-on function can 
be realized. 

Industrial Applicability 

(1) According to an aspect of the present invention, a 
compound storage circuit that includes a volatile storage 
circuit and a nonvolatile storage circuit connected in 
parallel to each other and that is arranged such that 
information equal to storage information stored in the 
volatile storage circuit is stored into the nonvolatile 
storage circuit includes a determination circuit for 
comparing first storage information stored in the volatile 
storage circuit with second storage information that has 
already been stored in the nonvolatile storage circuit when 
the storage information stored in the volatile storage 
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circuit is written into the nonvolatile storage circuit. 
The first storage information is written into the 
nonvolatile storage circuit only when the first storage 
information is not equal to the second storage information. 

Thus, since the number of writing times into the 
nonvolatile storage circuit can be reduced, power 
consumption can be reduced. 

(2) In the compound storage circuit, the determination 
circuit includes comparison determination means for 
comparing the first storage information with the second 
storage information; and writing means for writing the first 
storage information into the nonvolatile storage circuit 
only when the first storage information is not equal to the 
second storage information. 

Thus, the determination circuit can perform 
determination processing quickly. 

When the first storage information is not equal to the 
second storage information, writing the first storage 
information into the nonvolatile storage circuit can be 
ensured. 

(3) In the compound storage circuit, the nonvolatile 
storage circuit includes a magnetic tunnel junction element 
as storage means . 

Thus, when the first storage information is written 
into the nonvolatile storage circuit, writing can be 
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performed in a relatively short time. 

(4) In the compound storage circuit, when the electric 
power supplied to the volatile storage circuit is reduced, 
the storage information stored in the volatile storage 
circuit is written into the nonvolatile storage circuit. 
When the power supply resumes after the electric power 
supplied is reduced, the storage information stored in the 
nonvolatile storage circuit is returned into the volatile 
storage circuit. 

Thus, only when storage information stored in the 
volatile storage circuit is likely to be lost due to a 
reduction in power supply, writing the storage information 
stored in the volatile storage circuit into the nonvolatile 
storage circuit can be ensured. This reduces the number of 
writing times into the nonvolatile storage circuit, thus 
reducing power consumption. In addition, information to be 
written into the nonvolatile storage circuit is information 
necessary when the power supply resumes after the reduction 
in the power supply. In addition, by returning the storage 
information stored in the nonvolatile storage circuit into 
the volatile storage circuit when the power supply resumes, 
necessary information can be used from the volatile storage 
circuit, which has a high reading speed. Thus, a quick 
instant-on function can be realized. 

(5) In the compound storage circuit, each of the 
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volatile storage circuit and the nonvolatile storage circuit 
includes power source supply means that operates when the 
electric power supplied is reduced. 

Thus, even if the power supply is reduced, the power 
source supply means can operate the volatile storage circuit 
and the nonvolatile storage circuit for a predetermined 
period. Accordingly, storing necessary information into the 
nonvolatile storage circuit can be ensured. 

(6) In the compound storage circuit, the nonvolatile 
storage circuit includes a magnetic tunnel junction element 
as storage means . 

Thus, when the first storage information is written 
into the nonvolatile storage circuit, writing can be 
performed in a relatively short time. 

(7) In the compound storage circuit, the determination 
circuit includes comparison determination means for 
comparing the first storage information with the second 
storage information; and writing means for writing the first 
storage information into the nonvolatile storage circuit 
only when the first storage information is not equal to the 
second storage information. 

Thus, the determination circuit can perform 
determination processing quickly. 

When the first storage information is not equal to the 
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second storage information, writing the first storage 
information into the nonvolatile storage circuit can be 
ensured. 

(8) In the compound storage circuit, the nonvolatile 
storage circuit includes a magnetic tunnel junction element 
as storage means . 

Thus, when the. first storage information is written 
into the nonvolatile storage circuit, writing can be 
performed in a relatively short time. 

(9) According to another aspect of the present 
invention, a semiconductor device including a compound 
storage circuit that includes a volatile storage circuit and 
a nonvolatile storage circuit connected in parallel to each 
other and that is arranged such that information equal to 
storage information stored in the volatile storage circuit 
is stored into the nonvolatile storage circuit includes a 
determination circuit for comparing first storage 
information stored in the volatile storage circuit with 
second storage information that has already been stored in 
the nonvolatile storage circuit when the storage information 
stored in the volatile storage circuit is written into the 
nonvolatile storage circuit. The first storage information 
is written into the nonvolatile storage circuit only when 
the first storage information is not equal to the second 
storage information . 
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Thus, since the number of writing times into the 
nonvolatile storage circuit can be reduced, power 
consumption in the semiconductor device can be reduced. 

(10) In the semiconductor device, the determination 
circuit includes comparison determination means for 
comparing the first storage information with the second 
storage information; and writing means for writing the first 
storage information into the nonvolatile storage circuit 
only when the first storage information is not equal to the 
second storage information. 

Thus, the determination circuit can perform 
determination processing quickly. 

When the first storage information is not equal to the 
second storage information, writing the first storage 
information into the nonvolatile storage circuit can be 
ensured. 

(11) In the semiconductor device, the nonvolatile 
storage circuit includes a magnetic tunnel junction element 
as storage means . 

Thus, when the first storage information is written 
into the nonvolatile storage circuit, writing can be 
performed in a relatively short time. 

(12) In the semiconductor device, when electric power 
supplied to the volatile storage circuit is reduced, the 
storage information stored in the volatile storage circuit 
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